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had been depleted more than one-half were to be consoli-
dated by reducing the number .of their companies, and
mustering out the supernumerary officers. This would
have made many gallant regiments consist of only two or
three hundred men each, and indeed such was the actual
result in many cases. Against this order Sherman
protested strongly and with effect.

On one occasion a lady complained bitterly of some
alleged misconduct of the soldiers, and this prompted him
to write a long communication on the subject of army
morals and discipline.

"Mrs. Z------------," he said, "has fallen into a common

error in saying it was useless to complain of a whole regj-
ment to Brigadier-General Smith or Major-General Sher-
man. We naturally demanded more specific complaint
against incendiary acts than a mere vagu@ suspicion ib^t
the--------did all inquitous things, when twenty other regi-
ments were camped round about Memphis, six thousand
vagabonds and refugees hanging about, and the city itself
infested by gangs of thieves and incendiaries, turned lp$se
upon the world, and sheltered in their deeds of darfen,f$s
by charging them upon soldiers. Neither GeneraVMQjrg^n
L. Smith or myself ever failed to notice a specific com-
plaint against any soldier of our command, if accom-
panied by reasonable proofs; but we did, and rightfully
too, resent a mere general charge that every fire origin-
ating from careless chimneys, ,careless arrangement of
stove-pipes, and the designing acts of wicked incendiaries,
should without even an attempt at proof, be charged, tto

the------.    That regiment is one of the bravest and, best

disciplined in our service, and being composed mostly of

young and energetic men from the city of------, is some-

what famous for its acts of fun, frolic, mischief, and evenhichn they went.strategic point,, fifty-twoline,he brow of in theime Sherman
